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Sir: 



In accordance with applicant's duty of disclosure under 35 U.S.C. § 1 .56(a) and pursuant 
to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97-1.98, applicant lists herewith patents, publications, or other information of 
which he is aware and he believes may be material to the examination of this application in 
respect of which there may be a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a 
search has been made, an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability, or that no other material information, as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a). 
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exists. Further, the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as an 
admission against any interest in any manner. 

The following documents were cited in the international search report. 

U.S. Patent Application Publications 

U.S. 2001/0051686 to Tabacchi, et al., published December 13. 2001. 
U.S. 2001/0053801 to Tabacchi, et al., published December 20, 2001 . 
U.S. 2002/0032243 to Tabacchi, et al., published March 14, 2002. 

Foreign Patent Documents 
EP 0095123 A2 to Eugene L. Walters dated November 30. 1983 (English). 
EP 0173293 A2 to Roger Withington dated March 5, 1986 (English). 
JP 63-246332 dated October 13, 1988 (Japanese) and English abstract. 
JP 63-246333 dated October 13, 1988 (Japanese) and English abstract. 
FR 2774907 to Luc Dewandre dated February 19, 1998 (French) and English abstract. 
WO 9936445 to Paul Mallo, et al.. dated July 22. 1999 (French) and English abstract. 
WO 9942521 to Paul Mallo, et al., dated August 26. 1999 (French) and English abstract. 
WO 0135922 to Paul Mallo. et al.. dated May 25, 2001 (French) and English abstract. 

The individual making this statement is the attorney who signs below on the basis of 
information provided by the inventors, information in the attorney's file; and an individual 
associated with the filing and prosecution of this application. 
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No additional fee is believed to be required. In the event, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any additional fees associated with this communication, or credit any 
overpayment, to Paul & Paul Deposit Account No. 16-0750, Order No. 2644. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alex R. Sluzas 
Registration No. 28,669 

Customer No. 27569 
Paul & Paul 

2900 Two Thousand Market Street 
Philadelphia. PA 19103 
(215)568-4900 
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